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The Book of Proverbs: Stay Alive and Flourish
30 Hours
Bradley K. Broadhead, Ph.D.

I. Course Description

1. The book of Proverbs is an ancient and deep well of knowledge and experience, which means you will need a bucket. Although the treasures contained in this book were collected millennia ago, understanding their original intent and audience will help you to wash away the grime so that you can see their beauty, value, and applicability in the present. As Bruce Walke writes, “the book of Proverbs remains the model of curriculum for humanity to learn how to live under God and before humankind.”[footnoteRef:0] [0:  Bruce Waltke, The Book of Proverbs (Eerdmans, 2004).] 


II. Learning Outcomes

A. Primary Student Outcomes - Upon completion of this course, you will…

1. Understand Proverbs in light of its original context and intended audience.
2. You will see the beauty, value, and applicability of the Proverbs for present life.

B. Learning Objectives - Upon completion of this course, you will…

1. Head:
a. Bridge between the horizon of this context and the horizon of contemporary life.
b. Work out what God has revealed in Proverbs about the way he has arranged human life and how he wants us to live.
2. Heart:
a. See the value of the wisdom collected in the Proverbs and in other biblical books.
b. Appreciate the contrast between the values Proverbs espouses and the values set forth in the contemporary West.
c. Feel an urgency to act with wisdom and discretion in daily life
3. Hands:
a. Avoid the traps and snares that the book of Proverbs warns against
b. Act in a way that is wise, good, and fitting, regardless of what your circumstances might happen to be
c. Effectively communicate the wisdom of Proverbs to God’s people, whether through preaching, family or small group contexts

III. Course Content

· Lesson 1 – So You Want to be Wise
· Intro – What is this Course About? Course Description and Learning Objectives
· Topic 1 – Heart – Why should I seek wisdom?
· Introducing Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly
· Wisdom and the Christian life
· Topic 2 – Head – What is wisdom literature?
· Ancient Near Eastern wisdom literature
· Other wisdom passages in the Bible
· Topic 3 – Hands – How can I apply Proverbs to my life?
· Observations versus promises
· Bridging from an ancient horizon to a contemporary one
· Lesson 2 – Friends and Money
· Intro: Explaining Topical vs. Exegetical Approach to Proverbs
· Topic 1 – Heart – Why the people I associate with are important
· Topic 2 – Head – Types of associates to avoid and types to befriend
· Topic 3 – Hands – How can I be a good friend to others?
· Topic 4 – Heart – Are you putting trust in wealth?
· Topic 5 – Head – Using money wisely
· Topic 6 – Hands – Do some financial planning
· Lesson 3 – Sex, Marriage, and Parenting
· Topic 1 – Heart – Isn’t Proverb’s advice on these things outdated?
· Topic 2a – Head – Sex and marriage – channelling energy in the right direction
· Topic 2b – Head – Parenting and discipline in Proverbs and the New Testament
· Topic 3 – Hands – How does this advice apply to your situation?
· Lesson 4 – Taming your Tongue and a Mother’s Advice
· Topic 1 – Heart – The power of the tongue to shape your life
· Topic 2 – Head – How does the teaching of Proverbs on the tongue correlate with teaching in James?
· Topic 3 – Hands – Watching what you post on social media
· Topic 4 – Heart – The value of a mother’s advice
· Topic 5 – Head – Women in the ancient world and women today
· Topic 6 – Hands – What advice have your parents passed on to you that you should pass on to the next generation?
· Lesson 5 – Tools for further Digging (Plus Assignment Overview)
· Topic 1 – Advice on assignments from a seasoned former student 
· Topic 2 – Assignment overview 
· Topic 3 – Resources for further digging
· Topic 4 – Summing up
· Topic 5 – Suggestions for teaching Proverbs 

V. Course Evaluation
A. To complete this course for credit with ACOP’s credentialling, or for the sake of Eston College’s future accreditation, complete the following assignments:

B. Assignments (great to provide options)
1. A 2-3 page paper
(or)
2. A 2-3 page book review

B.	Time Investment:
Online Instruction 		5 hours of video and 5-10 hours of supplementary material 
Reading									9-10 hours reading textbook
Assignment							5-6 hours

Total:										30 Hours 

Please build a chart that displays the above information at a glance:

	Assignment Name
	Hours
	Percentage

	Complete Online Curriculum
	10-15
	50%

	Reading/Assignment
	15-20
	50%



IX. Bibliography (please format according to the Eston College format guide—if you want to automate this, go to Worldcat.org, look up your source, and export in Turabian style, which is close to the Format Guide in most cases).

Required Textbooks: Include the Bible when it is a primary source for the course.

Recommended Sources:
Things to know when creating assignments:

1. Average reading speed for students: 	12 pages per hour for academic reading 
																				15 pages per hour for lighter reading (novels, etc.)

2. Research papers: 1 page (approx. 250-300 words) per 3 hours

3. Reflection papers (i.e., not requiring substantial interaction with secondary sources): 1 page (approx. 250-300 words) per 2 hours

4. Critical Book reviews (not including reading time): 1 page (approx. 250-300 words) per 2 hours

5. Book Reflection – 1 page per 1 hour

6. Book Interaction – same as reading speed (mentioned above)

7. Hands on or Experiential Assignments: varies, depending on the nature of the assignment

9. If instructors require any further guidelines or suggestions, please contact the Registrar or Academic Dean
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