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“The vocation of pastor(s) has been replaced by the strategies of religious entrepreneurs with business plans.”
― Eugene H. Peterson, The Pastor: A Memoir

“You are not the minister of our changing desires, or our time-conditioned understanding of our needs, or our
secularized hopes for something better. With these vows of ordination we are lashing you fast to the mast of word
and sacrament so that you will be unable to respond to the siren voices.”

― Eugene. H. Peterson, Working the Angles: The Shape of Pastoral Integrity

I. Course Description

What is a pastor?  A charismatic entertainer, a business CEO, an Internet personality?  In our postmodern
society we need a return to the healthy, Christ-centred, and biblical definition of pastoral ministry.  This
course will introduce students to the various roles, issues and expectations of pastoring.  We will explore
how Jesus is our model for biblically-formed, relational ministry.  We will also outline the five key
competencies of worship, preaching, care, outreach and leadership.  Our primary focus will be to look to
Jesus, and our life of abiding in Him, as the ultimate source and end of pastoral life and church ministry.

II. Learning Outcomes

A. Primary Student Outcomes  |  Upon completion of this course, you will…

1. Understand the various roles and issues of pastoral ministry and church leadership.
2. Gain introductory practice and experience in areas of worship, preaching, care,

discipleship, outreach and non-profit organizational leadership.

B. Learning Outcomes  |  Upon completion of this course, you will…

Cognitive (Head)
1. Develop a biblical and christological vision for pastoral ministry.
2. Establish effective perspectives on five key competencies of pastoral ministry.
3. Understand the threefold office of Christ and the threefold nature of pastoral leadership.

Affective (Heart)
4. Appreciate the difficulty and struggle of pastoral ministry
5. Discern the relational dynamics of pastoral ministry, personal brokenness and identity.
6. Consider one’s own vocational calling as it relates to church leadership



Conative (Hands)
7. Learn the introductory basics of expository sermon crafting.
8. Learn the introductory basics of leading baptism and communion,
9. Learn the introductory basics of preparing weddings and funerals.
10. Learn the introductory basics of church governance.
11. Learn how to fashion policies, budgets and meeting agendas.

III. ECO Course Outline

1. Biblical & Christological Foundations for Pastoral Life & Ministry.
1.1. Course Introduction: Objectives, Key Competencies & Abiding in Christ.
1.2. Pastoring in participation with the Risen Lord: ‘Aaron’ by George Herbert.
1.3. Jesus’ Threefold Office I: the Prophetic Task of Proclamation.
1.4. Jesus’ Threefold Office II: The Priestly Task of Prayerful Presence.
1.5. Jesus’ Threefold Office III: The Regal Task of Kingdom Leadership.

2. What is the Church?  Towards a biblically robust ecclesiology.
2.1. A gathered, Spirit-filled and shalom-bringing community.
2.2. A liturgical, catechetical and missional community.
2.3. A local people: The Emmaus Ordo and movement of the Spirit.

3. Worship & Teaching: the Pastor as Priest and Preacher.
3.1. The Word: Preparing to Preach.
3.2. The Word: Studying and Exegetical Method.
3.3. The Word: Delivering the Sermon.
3.4. The Table: a Theology of Communion.
3.5. The Table: a Practice of Communion.

4. Formation & Soul Care: The Pastor as Sage and Shepherd.
4.1. Care of Others and Care of Self.
4.2. New Life: Babies & Baptisms.
4.3. Mid Life: Pre-marriage Counseling & Weddings.
4.4. End of Life: Sickness, Grieving and Funerals.

5. Outreach & Mission: The Pastor as Bard & Pioneer.
5.1. Walking & Talking: Cultural Exegesis and Knowing Your Neighbors.
5.2. Local Evangelism, Benevolence & Disciple-Making.
5.3. Global Missions.

6. Management & Administration: The Pastor as Director & CEO.
6.1. Governance Structures: Boards, Elders & Staff.
6.2. Church Administration: Agendas, Policies, & Budgets.
6.3. Preventing sexual misconduct: reflection on Grenz and Bell.
6.4. When It All Is Said and Done: Abiding in the Vine.



Time breakdown:

1 credit (30 hours) ECO course assignments: Hours %

Watch course video content (24 videos). 5 25%

Complete all quizzes and exams 1 10%

Respond to discussion questions and participate in forum interaction.
● Submit a thoughtful response (250 words minimum) to each video’s forum

question(s) - 24 responses total.
● Participate in the forums by replying to other student’s or instructor’s posts.

(At least one thoughtful reply to another student’s or instructor’s post per
video topic.) - 24 replies total.

24 65%

Total: 30 100%

3 accredited credits (105 hours) ECO course assignments: Hours %

All ECO 1 credit requirements: video content, quizzes, forums, etc. (see above). 30 30%

Interactive Assignment:
Read Gordon Lanthrop’s The Pastor and complete a badge assignment.

30 30%

Book Review:
Read and write a 4 page (1000-1250 word) critical book review on one of the
following books by Eugene Peterson (or another book on pastoral theology as listed in
the bibliography of this syllabus below):

- Five Smooth Stones for Pastoral Work
- Working the Angles
- Under the Unpredictable Plant
- The Contemplative Pastor
- The Pastor

Review the book’s thesis and content.  In addition, answer the following questions:
“How does this book shape my understanding of pastoral life and church ministry?”
What surprised you about the book?  What assumptions does it confront?  How can it
help to shape your life and calling?

30 30%

Book Interaction:
Read Betrayal of Trust: Confronting and Preventing Clergy Sexual Misconduct by
Stanley J. Grenz & Roy D. Bell.  Then write a 2-3 (500-750) page ‘go-to’ reference
guide of key summary statements, quotes, ideas, cautions, etc.  This will serve as a
self-made reminder of the issues involved in confronting and preventing sexual
misconduct should you be in a position of pastoral leadership.  In essence ask, “What
are the key points, important quotes, etc. that I want to be able to reference at a glance,
if I were facing temptation?" Can be in bullet point form.

15 10%

Total: 105 100%



Required Texts:

Lanthrop, Gordon. The Pastor: a spirituality. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011.

Grenz, Stanley J. & Roy D. Bell. Betrayal of Trust: confronting and preventing clergy sexual misconduct.
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2001.

One of the following:

Peterson, Eugene. Five Smooth Stones for Pastoral Work. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1989.

-------. The Contemplative Pastor: returning to the art of spiritual direction. Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1989.

-------. Under the Unpredictable Plant: an exploration in vocational holiness. Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1992.

-------. Working the Angles: the shape of pastoral integrity. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1987.

Extended Bibliography on Pastoral Theology, Pastoral Care, etc.:

Pastoral Theology:
Anderson, Ray. The Shape of Practical Theology: Empowering Ministry with Theological Praxis.

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001.
Barth, Karl. The Christian Life, Church Dogmatics, IV/4, Lecture Fragments. Translated by Geoffrey

Bromiley. Edited by Hans-Anton Drewes and Eberhard Jüngel, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981.
Baxter, Richard. The Reformed Pastor. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1979.
Dass, Ram and Paul Gorman. How Can I Help? New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. 250 pages
Dawn, Marva J., Eugene H. Peterson and Peter Santucci. The Unnecessary Pastor: Rediscovering the

Call. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000.
Ford, David F. Self and Salvation: Being Transformed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.
Grenz, Stanley J. Rediscovering the Triune God: The Trinity In Contemporary Theology Minneapolis:

Fortress Press, 2004.
Gunton, Colin E. The Promise of Trinitarian Theology. Edinburgh: T. & T Clark, 1990.
LaCugna, Catherine. God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life. San Francisco: Harper, 1991.
Oden, Thomas C. Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1983.
Purves, Andrew. The Crucifixion of Ministry: Surrendering Our Ambitions to the Service of Christ.

Downers Grove: IVP Books, 2007.
Rae, Murray. By Faith Transformed – Kierkegaard. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.
Seamands, Stephen. Ministry in the Image of God: The Trinitarian Shape of Christian Service. Downers

Grove: IVP, 2005.
Schwöbel, Christoph, ed. Trinitarian Theology Today. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1995.
Smail, Tom. Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity. Cambridge, UK/Grand Rapids,

MI: Eerdmans, 2005.



Stone, Howard W. and Duke, James O. How to Think Theologically. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996.
Taylor, Charles. Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1989.
Torrance, T.F. The Trinitarian Faith. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1988.
Volf, Miroslav, and Dorothy C. Bass. Practicing Theology: Beliefs and Practices in Christian Life. Grand

Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans, 2002.
Zizioulas, John D. Being As Communion: Studies in Personhood and the Church. Crestwood, NY: St.

Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1985.

Pastoral Care
Brister, C.W. Pastoral Care in the Church. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1992.
Clinebell, H. Basic Types of Pastoral Care and Counseling. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1984.
Fiddes, Paul S. Participating in God: A Pastoral Theology of the Trinity. Louisville, Kentucky:

Westminster John Knox Press, 2000.
Friedman, E. H. Generation to Generation. New York: Guilford Press, 1985.
Hansel, Tim. Holy Sweat. (Word Books Publisher, 1987)
Kane, Jeff. How to Heal: A Guide for Caregivers. New York: Helios Press, 2003.
Kelsey, M. Caring: How Can We Love One Another? New York: Paulist Press, 1981; Healing and

Christianity. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1995.
Neuger, Christie, C., ed. Arts of Ministry: Feminist-Womanist Approaches.  Louisville: Westminster John

Knox, 1996.
Nouwen, H. Creative Ministry. New York: Image Books, 1978.
Nouwen, H. The Wounded Healer. New York: Image Books, 1979.
Patton, John. Pastoral Care:  An Essential Guide. Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 2005
Powell, J. Why Am I Afraid to Tell You Who I Am? Chicago: Argus Communications, 1978.
Roukema, Richard. Counseling for the Soul in Distress: What Every Pastoral Counselor should know
about Emotional and Mental Illness, 2nd edition, The Hayworth Press, Inc., 2003
Stone, H., and W. Clements. Handbook for Basic Types of Pastoral Care and Counselling. Nashville:

Abingdon Press, 1991.
Vanier, J. Becoming Human. Toronto: Anansi Press, 1998.
Volf, Miroslav. After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.

Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1998.
Wiersbe, David. The Dynamics of Pastoral Care. Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 2000.
Yancey, P. Disappointment with God. Grand Rapids.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988.

Visitation:
Kirkindoll, Michael L. The Hospital Visit: A Pastor’s Guide. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2001.
Bakken Kenneth L., Journey into God: Healing and Christian Faith, Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Press,

2000. (264pp)
Speck, Peter. Being There: Pastoral Care in Time of Illness.  London: SPCK, 1988.
www.stephenministries.org
www.cappe.org (Canadian Association for Pastoral Practice and Education – governing body of

Chaplaincy in Canada).

Grief and Loss Funeral:
Kubler-Ross, E. Death the Final Stage of Growth. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1975.
Kubler-Ross, E. Living with Death and Dying. New York: MacMillan Publishing Company, 1981.
Lewis, C. S. A Grief Observed. Toronto: Bantam, 1961.
Lloyd, Dan S. Leading Todays Funerals: A Pastoral Guide for Improving Bereavement Ministry. Grand

Rapids: Baker Books, 1997.
Mansell, John S. The Funeral: A Pastor’s Guide. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.

http://www.stephenministries.org
http://www.cappe.org


Moyers, Bill. “A Different Kind of Care,” On Our Own Terms, PBS, September 12, 2000.
Oates, Wayne E. Grief, Transition, and Loss.  Fortress Press, 1997.
Richmond, Kent. A Time to Die: A Handbook for Funeral Sermons.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.
Simos, B. A Time to Grieve. Milwaukee, WI: Family Service America, 1979.
Sittser, Gerald L. A Grace Disguised:  How the Soul Grows Through Loss.  Zondervan Press, 1996.
Wolterstorff, N. Lament for a Son. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1987. 110

Pages
www.thehospice.org
www.bereavement.org

Wedding/Marriage/Family:
Balswick, Jack O. and Judith K. Balswick. The Family: A Christian Perspective on the Contemporary

Home. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.
Balswick, Judith K. and Jack O. Balswick. Authentic Human Sexuality. Downers Grove: IVP, 1999.
Garland, Diana R. Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1999.
Lebacqz, Karen and Barton, Ronald G. Sex in the Parish. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1991.
Penner, C. The Gift of Sex: A Christian Guide to Sexual Fulfillment. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1981.
Wheat, E. Intended for Pleasure. Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell, 1977.
Worthington, E. L. Counseling Before Marriage. Vancouver: Word, 1990.
Wright, N. The Premarital Counseling Handbook. Chicago: Moody Press, 1992.
Love is a Choice: Minirth and Meier. (video). Thomas Nelson Publisher, 1996.
Bettermarriages.com

Counselling
Clinton, T. and Ohlschlager, G. Competent Christian Counseling. Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook

Press, 2002. (chapters: 1-18).
Collins, G.R. Christian Counseling. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1980.
Crabb, L. Inside Out. Colorado Springs, Colorado: NavPress Publishing Group, 1993.
Egan, G. The Skilled Helper. Monterey, CA: Brooks/Cole, 1990.
Hunsinger, D. Theology and Pastoral Counseling: A New Interdisciplinary Approach. Grand Rapids:

Eerdmans, 1995.
Kirwan, W.T. Biblical Concepts for Christian Counseling. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1984.
Meier, P.D., F.B. Minirth, and F. Wichern. Introduction to Psychology and Counselling. Grand Rapids:

Baker Book House, 1982.
Miller, W.R., and K. Jackson. Practical Psychology for Pastors. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall,

1995.
Nichols, M.P., and R.C. Schwartz. Family Therapy: Concepts and Methods (2nd ed.). Needlam Heights,

MA: Allyn and Bacon, 1991.
Olson, G.K. Counseling Teenagers. Loveland, CO: Group Books, 1984.
Seamands, D. Healing for Damaged Emotions. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985.
Pruyser, P. The Minister as Diagnostician: Personal Problems in Pastoral Perspective. Philadelphia:

Westminster Press, 1989.

Pastoral Ethics
Basham, Don. Lead Us Not Into Temptation. Old Tappan, NJ: Chosen Books, 1986.
Battin, Margaret P. Ethics in the Sanctuary. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1990.
Berkley, James D. Making the Most of Mistakes. Waco, Texas: Word, 1987.
Bondi, Richard. Leading God’s People. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1989.
Browning, Don S. The Moral Context of Pastoral Care. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976.
Browning, Don S. Religious Ethics and Pastoral Care. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983.



Cole-Turner, Ronald and Brent Waters. Pastoral Genetics: Theology and Care at the Beginning Of Life.
Cleveland: Pilgrim, 1996.

Exley, Richard, Mark Galli and John Ortberg. Dangers Toils and Snares. Sisters, OR:
Multnomah, 1974.

Gill, Margaret. Free to Love: Sexuality and Pastoral Care. London: HarperCollins, 1994.
Gula, Richard M. Ethics in Pastoral Ministry. NY: Paulist Press, 1996.
Lebacqz, Karen. Professional Ethics: Power and Paradox. Nashville: Abingdon, 1985.
Miles, Rebekah L. Pastor as Moral Guide.  Augsburg: Fortress Press, 1999.
Noyce, Gaylord. Pastoral Ethics. Nashville: Abingdon, 1988.
Rutter, P. Sex in the Forbidden Zone. Los Angeles: Jeremy P. Tarcher, 1986.

Taylor, Thomas F.. Seven Deadly Lawsuits: How Ministers Can Avoid Litigation and
Regulation. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996.

**Trull, J.E. and James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic; 2nd edition, 2004.

Wiest, Walter E. and Elwyn A. Smith. Ethics in Ministry. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990.
Wind, James P., et al, eds. Clergy Ethics in a Changing Society. Louisville: WJK, 1991.


